
     
    

     
    

    

First Call for Papers    

    

    

Dear colleagues!    

    

Institute of Oriental Studies of the Russian Academy of Sciences (Moscow)  

Institute for Central Eurasian History and Culture of Waseda University     

(Tokyo, Japan)    

Georg August Universität Göttingen (Gottingen, Germany)    

Kalmyk State University named after Basan B. Gorodovikov (Elista)    

Astrakhan State United Historical and Architectural Museum-Reserve and    

The Central Khurul “Golden Abode of Buddha Shakyamuni” (Elista)    

    

invite you to take part in the    

    

First International Academic Conference    

“Nomads of Eurasia: Socio-Cultural Dynamics and Historical  

Perspective” (November 17–18, 2022, Moscow)    



    

The goal of the conference is to provide a platform for the discussion of wide 

range of pressing problems of nomadic research to the leading nomadic and social field 

scholars: Historians, political science specialists, linguists, culturologists, philosophers, 

religious scholars, etc.    

The main topic of The First conference focuses on the regional phenomena and 

processes, leading to the events that led to the exodus of most of the Kalmyks to their 

historical homeland in Dzungaria in 1771.    

    

The Conference is expected to discuss the following topics:    

1. Regional historical, political, religious, economic and cultural processes and 

phenomena associated with the exodus of the Kalmyks    

2. New sources and archival materials on sociocultural and political processes in the 

Great Steppe and adjacent territories    

3. Ideology of the nomadic society, specific ways of politogenesis of nomads, the role 

of power groups and external players    

4. New approaches to understanding the role of religion, the authority of sacred and 

traditional factors, as well as mutual influence of religion and politics    

5. Theoretical approaches to the study of the regional historical and cultural events    

6. The phenomenon of migration, the importance of legitimizing power and the role of 

elites and people    

    

Main Concept and Historical Background    

The year of 2021 marks the 250th anniversary of the exodus of a significant part 

of the Kalmyks from Russia to Dzungaria. This was a large-scale event that affected not 

only the fate of the Kalmyk people, but also influenced the regional policy of the Russian 

and Qing empires and, in general, the nature of international relations in a vast area from 

the Caucasus to Mongolia, from the Urals to Tibet. The arrival of the Kalmyks to 

Dzungaria, which was turned by the Qing authorities into the province of Xinjiang, was 

presented by the Manchus as an outstanding achievement of their diplomacy and the 

completion of the subjugation of the Mongolian people. The events that happened two 

and a half centuries ago were researched by many outstanding specialists like Nikolai 

Rychkov, Peter S. Pallas, Nikita Bichurin, Fyodor Buhler, Alexei Pozdneev, Vladimir 



Kolesnik, Elena Dordzhieva, Michael Khodarkovsky, Maurice Courant and others, 

among them — famous writers Alexander S. Pushkin, Sergey A. Yesenin, Vladimir I.    

Nemirovich-Danchenko and others.     

The exodus of the Kalmyks led to extremely tragic consequences: two-thirds of 

those who set off died along the way, and those who remained in Russia found 

themselves in the most difficult conditions of survival. Kalmyks lost their statehood, 

their culture, religion, economy suffered great losses, social relations were destroyed, 

the gene pool of the people suffered. The consequences of the events of 1771, in a certain 

sense, have not yet been overcome.    

Consequently, academic research of the processes associated with the outcome of 

1771 events remains relevant, as is the need to assess their prerequisites, course and 

consequences. In general the mission of the Conference is to fulfill the need for further 

in-depth study of the past and prospects of the nomadic peoples of Eurasia, their history, 

culture, religion, interactions and mutual influences.    

The Organizing Committee invites specialists from various areas of social 

sciences.    

We plan to publish the Proceedings of the Conference upon its conclusion.    

Working languages: Russian, English, Mongolian, Chinese.    

Time limit: Presentation talk up to 15 minutes, debate remarks up to 5 minutes.    

Format: mixed.    

    

Please send your application and a brief abstract (within 100 words) by September 

15, 2022, to the email address as shown in the Application form.   

    

Address of the Organizing Committee:     

107031, Moscow, 12 Rozhdestvenka st. Institute of Oriental Studies, Russian 

Academy of Sciences    

In case of any relevant questions please contact us through the following e-mail:   

nomadsofeurasia.conf2022@mail.ru     

    

More details will be provided in the Second Call for Papers.    

Travel expenses are covered by the sending party.    
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